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What is Plagiarism?

Plagiarism vs copy?



What is Plagiarism?
Dictionary Definition:  The action or practice of taking someone else's work, idea, etc., and 
passing it off as one's own; literary theft.[1]

Copying someone else’s work directly, or even copying higher level ideas

Plagiarism can be subtle:

1. Self-Plagiarism
2. Paraphrasing



Why do people plagiarize?



Why do people plagiarize?

Laziness - don’t want to do the work/ cut corners

Ambitious - want to take all the credit

Out of time - need to get it done fast

Competitiveness/Pressure to perform

Accident - Forget to cite ? Subconscious influence

Ignorant that they are doing something wrong (gray areas)



Why is Plagiarism bad?



Why is Plagiarism bad?

Bad for community overall

Bad for individual(s) who didn’t get credit for their work

Consequences of getting caught

Person who plagiarized in some cases stunts their own learning/growth by not 
putting in the work



How to avoid plagiarism

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reGGPUrEsC0


Citation

When to cite? 

- Science facts take times to become common knowledge/widely accepted 
facts

Do you need to read all the papers in the bibliography?

- Example: [1] claims that [2] proved theorem x



Plagiarism Check Tools ?

What are some tools that you used ?



Plagiarism Check Tools

1. Turnitin

2. Grammarly plagiarism checker

3. QueText



Is it Plagiarism? Scenarios

Cite all sources, but have no original work or ideas

Copy word for word without quotation but with citation

Copy images without citation/modify images slightly 

Rehashing majority of your own work in another paper

Cite a source for work it doesn’t contain (misleading or misrepresenting citation)



Whose idea is it? Scenarios

Paraphrasing something your coworker told you in your paper without crediting 
them 

Scenario:

- 2 people work on a group project.
- 1 quit early on.
- continue individually.
- Published the work without giving credits

Non academic example: Facebook ?



Conclusion

1. Writing with good intention.
2. Talk to other researchers
3. Proofread
4. Educate yourself, and do your best
5. If you make a mistake, learn from it


